THE UNITED STATES
POLICE K-9 ASSOCIATION
FOUNDATION, INC.

A 501(c)3 Organization

Help Us — Help Others

The United States Police K-9
Association, Inc. currently has 25
Regions in the United States and 1 in
Canada. The United States Police
Canine Foundation, Inc. is a 501C3 sister
organization of the USPCA.

STATEMENT
To expand and support the goals of The United
States Police Canine Association, Inc. and to
serve public safety by securing and providing
necessary financial and programmatic resources
needed to conduct educational and training
programs and perform research and; To assist,
where additive to existing programs and
otherwise support public safety agencies to

effectively and efficiently carry out their
missions.

USPCA FOUNDATION VISION
STATEMENT
The Foundation shall gather and marshal the
resources of sponsors, private partners, USPCA
members and other supporters to provide funds
for innovative programs that produce state of the
art research, education and survivor support
resulting in progressive solutions that enhance
and improve public safety, security and quality
of life in our global community.

PROMISE
The Foundation will facilitate resource
acquisition to address law enforcement needs
guided by our sense of vision, mission, values
and goals. We will seek to invest in innovative
and aggressive programs and our response to the
art and science of policing, utilizing the trained
K-9 will be timely, efficient and beneficial.

GOALS and OBJECTIVES

o Identify programs or initiatives with a great
likelihood of positive impact on the canine
programs in the public safety community
that lack necessary funding and provide
the support for those programs to develop
and succeed.

e Develop funding through partnerships with
corporate, private, government and other
sources.

e Focus on programs that are consistent with
the goals, mission and strategic plan of the
USPCA.

GENERAL DONATION

“We Need Your Help!”
Your donation makes the USPCA’s work
possible and helps local regions across the nation
provide support to law enforcement officers to
provide better service to their communities. The

Foundation relies on donations from individuals,
our corporate partners and other interested
organizations to continue developing valuable,
relevant and informative programs for law
enforcement.

Trained K-9s are one of the fastest growing non
lethal tools for police to use in the fight against
crime. K-9s can be used in narcotics detection,
bomb detection, tracking, arson detection and as
patrol dogs. K-9s can be trained as single or dual
purpose dogs.

Departments see resources diminishing daily.
The USPCA Foundation was set up to help
maintain and further the K-9 by assisting officers
and agencies providing and maintaining this
important law enforcement tool. There are
many reasons why having a K-9 unit with a
department, no matter the size, makes sense. A
few definitions should be made so further
understanding of this important phase of law
enforcement can be made.

Patrol dog — a service dog selected by the trainer
and qualified by recognized standards to perform
basic patrol functions. The tasks of property
detection and tracking are tasks of a patrol dog.
Detector dog — a service dog selected by the
trainer and qualified by recognition standards to
perform searches for hidden substances,
including narcotics and explosives.

Dual purpose dog — a service dog selected by
the trainer and qualified by recognized standards
to perform two distinct functions, traditionally,
these functions include general patrol and
another specific type of detection.

USPCA Certified — A K-9 team meeting the
performance standards of The United States
Police K-9 Association, Inc. The USPCA is the
oldest K-9 Association in the United States and
is considered the industry standard for police
K-9s. Certification is recommended no less than
once annually.
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K-9 NOT JUST A DOG
HE IS MY PARTNER

I am asked many times why does anyone
want to work with a dog? When you arrive
at the kennel and pick your dog to be your
partner, you start a career that will bring
you more insight in understanding and
devotion than you have ever known, yet
will also test your strength and courage.
More times than not it was his looks, that
sparkle in his eyes, that special trait that
said pick me!

If you allow, the career of a K-9 handler will
teach you many things, about life, about
yourself, and most of all, about people. You
will come away changed forever, for having
a dog for a partner cannot leave you without
leaving its mark.

Along the way, you will learn much about
savoring life's simple pleasures... jumping,
running, snoozing in the sun, the joys of
puddles and even the satisfaction of a good
scratch behind the ears.

You will spend much time together; you will
be together more than with your human
family. You will have many talks on patrol,
with you doing all the talking, knowing your
partner understands when he gently nudges
you, reassuring you with his muzzle. You
will both be working when others sleep and
you will witness many sunrises and wonder
how anyone can say there is no God.

When working with your partner it teaches
you to test every element, for no rock, leaf,
or log will go unexamined, no rustling bush
will be overlooked, and even the very air

will be inhaled, pondered and noted as being
full of valuable information.

Your pursuit of contraband or a suspect will
be relentless. You will learn to trust your
dog, having been taught by an expert, the K-
9. Regular officers operate on automatic
pilot depending on their own sight and
hearing, but not the K-9 officer. The ability
to work as a team to scent danger is our goal
so we both go home at the end of watch.

Without our partner we would miss the
details: the hidden footsteps on the lawn, the
discarded candy wrapper in the trees, the
gun dropped in flight. Once we understand
as a dog does, we discover a whole new
world. We stop; letting our dog browse the
landscape scenting the air passing over his
nose. We watch in amazement as his nose
starts testing and he pulls us off on the trail
the suspect has taken.

And we learn what any dog knows that
nature has created a marvelously complex
world that is full of surprises, that each cycle
of the seasons bring ever changing wonders,
each day an essence all its own and each
person a unique scent all their own.

You will stop to observe your partner
checking the swirling dance of windblown
leaves and sniffing the air. He does that to
follow the trail that only he can.

You will find yourself doing silly things that
other officers might not understand: buying
dog breath treats, or driving through the
McDonalds to buy him a hamburger.

You will roll in the snow, wrestle with chew

toys, bounce little rubber balls till your eyes
cross and take long walks all to comfort
your partner.

Your house will become muddier and
hairier. You will wear less dark clothing and
buy more lint rollers. You may find dog
biscuits in your pocket, and feel the need to
explain that an old box with fuzzy toys
adorns your living room because your
partner loves someone to toss them.

You will learn the true measure of love. The
steadfast, undying kind that says, "It doesn't
matter where we are or what we do, or how
life treats us as long as we are together."
Respect this always. It is the most precious
gift any living soul can give another. You
will not find it often among the human race.

And you will learn humility. The look in my
partner’s eyes often made me feel ashamed.
Such joy and love at my presence. He saw
not some flawed human who could be cross
and stubborn, moody or rude, but only his
wonderful partner. Or maybe he saw those
things and dismissed them as mere human
traits, not worth considering and so chose to
love me anyway.

If you pay attention and learn well, when
your partner’s career is over, you will be a
better officer and person, the officer and
person your partner always knew you to be.
The one they were proud to be a partner
with.

I must caution you that the career of K-9 is
not without pain. Like all paths of true love,
the pain is part of loving. For as surely as
the sun sets, one day your dear partner

companion will follow a trail you cannot yet
go down. And you will have to find the
strength and love to let them go.

A K-9 partner’s time on earth is far too short,
especially for those that are tragically taken
from us.

We borrow them, really, just for a while, and
during these brief years they are generous
enough to give us all their love, every inch of
their spirit, heart and their life or until one
day there is nothing left.

The partner that only yesterday was a rookie
is all too soon old and frail and sleeping in
the sun.

The young pup of boundless energy now
wakes up stiff and lame, the muzzle gone to
gray.

Deep down we somehow always knew that
this journey would end. We knew that if we
gave our hearts they would be broken, but
give them we must for it is all they ask in
return.

When the time comes and the road curves
ahead to a place we cannot see, we give one
final gift and let them run on ahead, young
and whole once more. "God speed, good
friend," we say, until our journey comes full
circle and our paths cross again.

And bless their souls for sharing their lives
with us... and adding so much to our very
existence.

That is why | chose a dog for a partner.

Russ Hess — In Memory of K-9 Rommel,
K-9 Smokey and K-9 Tiger - My Partners



